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Special points of interest:

If you have experienced
some of the “bumps in the
road” as we have moved
through our growth period,
please let us know how we
can make it better for you
and your family. We are
always welcome to your
feedback and suggestions
for improvement.
Happy Spring and Summer
and enjoy the warmer
weather!

Shannon Zook
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Autism Walk Scheduled for June 16
For the first time in Saskatchewan

Diagnosed with “Atypical Development

Autism Speaks Canada is holding the

and strong autistic tendencies” and

Walk Now for Autism Speaks event in

“too sick” for outpatient treatment, Dr.

th

Saskatoon on Sunday, June 16 at

Shore was recommended for

Kiwanis Park. Autism Speaks Canada

institutionalization. Nonverbal until

has partnered with Autism Services of

four, and with much support from his

Saskatoon in order to increase autism

parents, teachers, wife, and others,

awareness in our fair city and to raise

Stephen is now a professor at Adelphi

money for autism research in Canada.

University where his research focuses

The Saskatoon kick off for the walk was

on matching best practice to the needs

held April 12 and 13 at TCU Place

of people with autism. You can find

with a special presentation by world

more information on him at

renowned speaker and adult on the

www.autismasperger.net.

autism spectrum, Stephen Shore, Ed.D.

Marcy Oakes-Henschel, the Autism
Speaks event coordinator from
Edmonton, and also a parent of twin
boys on the spectrum, is organizing the
walk. She was on hand at the kickoff
event and explained to the audience
about how the money raised from
these walks is used. Autism Speaks
Canada have held walks all over the

th

th

This was a free 1.5 day workshop for
parents, caregivers, teachers and
professionals working with those with
autism spectrum disorders. Stephen
facilitated a workshop via Skype from
his New York office. Approximately 80
people participated.

country for the past few years and
have raised millions of dollars in
Canada towards research, studies &
clinical trials, two autism treatment
network sites and $1.1 million in
community grants to 51 Canadian
organizations. $1.6M was raised in
2012 from just five walks in Canada.
Marcy explained that there tends to be
a misunderstanding about money
raised in Canada; that some people
believe the money goes south of the
border. Marcy set the record straight
and explained that money raised in
Canada stays in Canada. In fact, the
money raised in Canada is
supplemented by money from the
U.S.A. (yes, they GIVE money to us for
research). Over $12M has been
allotted towards research in Canada,
notably at the University of Toronto.

Autism Speaks Walk Kick Off

Kim & Deanna Zimmerman (Parents)

T. Mary’s
), Dawn Dust (S
er
ch
ea
(T
ie
ar
M
), Darae
ucation Centre
Wellness & Ed
rn School)
Catton (Dundu

Clara Friesen (Daycare Worker), Leyta
Ducasse (Resource Teacher), Heather
Saxon (Resource Teacher).
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Kathy Harrison (Early Childhood Intervention Program,
Carol Lahey-Wiggs (Alvin Buckwold Child Development
Program), Charlotte Douglas (Pediatric Audiologist &
Parent)

Sensory Exercise Photo (Participants during a sensory
exercise)

15th Annual Spring Gala

Over $54,000 Raised

Our 15th Annual Spring was one of the

Kotyk and his daughter, Sarah Kotyk.

most successful gala’s bringing in

Together they gave an elegant and

over $54,000 net. Once again our

heart warming talk about what life is

which

volunteer committee did a stellar job

like as a parent and big sister to Daniel,

Saskatoon on June 16th.

in creating a beautiful room along with

who is on the spectrum.

Tom Graham was the Master of

organizing a fabulous live and silent

For the first time in Gala history a live

Ceremonies this year. His engaging

auction.

auction was added to the evening

voice and demeanor was evident of

The guest speakers this year was Wes

festivities. Emile Lalonde, Auctioneer,

his leadership style. Tom was a

got the room buzzing during a live

member of the 1976 Canadian

auction of jewelry from Heinrichs

Olympic volleyball team, coached the

Jewelers, Flights from Westwind

U of S men’s volleyball team, and is

Aviation and a 7 Night SeaDream Yacht

currently the Clinical Research

Club Vacation. Thank you to these

Coordinator in the Department of

contributors.

Psychiatry. Thank you Tom.

Marcy Oakes-Henschel from Autism

The proceeds from this event goes

Speaks Canada was also on hand to

towards our social and recreational

inform the audience about the

programming.

Wes, Sarah & Keri Kotyk with Auctioneer

upcoming Walk Now for Autism event

will

be

held in
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Top Left Gala Committee: (back) Carole Rae, Keri Kotyk, Marian Thompson, Sharon Schneider, Monica Thiel, (front) Michelle
Nogier, Betty Reynolds, Erron Anderson, Sheila Buller, Beverly Pavelich Top Right Autism Services Staff: Bonita Harman, Sharon
Schneider, Shelley Kolisnek, Pat Kuechle Middle Left: Dr. Erik & Lisa PauJenssen & Guests Middle: Auctioneer & Marian Thompson Middle Right: Mary Oakes-Henschel, Autism Speaks Walk Coordinator Bottom Left: Victor & Ronika Upal, Dr.William McKay,
Joanne Marcoux, Carole Rae Bottom Middle: Quintin & Shannon Zook & Jake & Clara Friesen Bottom Right: Grant Curry
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Gala Live and Silent Auction Contributors
Heinrichs Jewellery

Ellen's Whole Body Health Ltd.

Oshun House

SeaDream Yacht Club & Vacations

Escape Sports

Pally Performance Products

Away

Etceteras

Pampered Chef

Westwind Express Air

Explorer's Club

Peavy Mart

8th St Chiropractic Health & Wellness

F2

Persephone Theatre

Clinic

Fashion Chronicle

PotashCorp

Abby Johnson - Partylite

Gene Simmons

Proline Motorsports & Marine

All in the Wild Galleries

Gentries

RBC Royal Bank

Amanda Dionne Photography

Glenwood Auto

Re/Max Saskatoon

Art Preserve

Good Life Fitness

Recreation Supply Co.

Ashmeade & Low Investigations Ltd.

Home Depot

Redmond House Bed & Breakfast

Athabasca Basin Development

Hygeia Health Market

Salisbury Degelman Vision Centre

BackSide Boardshop

Imagery Photography

Sandbox in the City

Bethlehem School - Special Ed Program

Indigo

Saskatoon City Police

Beverly Ashdown

Ingredients

Saskatoon Opera

Bike Doctor

Integra Tire Auto Center

Saskatoon Summer Players

Blossoms

Investors Group

Saskatoon Symphony Orchestra

Build - A - Bear

Jason Schoonover

SaskTel

Canadian Tire (Preston)

JNS Yoga

Shakespeare on the Saskatchewan

Carriage House

jr's designer birdhouses

Solar Gardens

Carstar Quality Collision Service

Jules & Lace

Spa Academy

Castle Designer Glass

Kal Tire

spa ahava

chel salonspa

Kathy du Plessis

Stella & Dot

Collector's Choice Art Gallery

KISS

Supreme Basics

Collette Industrial

Klassique Designs

The Better Good

Conagrafoods

Life Mark Health Centre

The Glen Scrimshaw Gallery

Cravings Kids

Lifestyles

The Loft

Cupcake Conspiracy

London Drugs

The Trading Post

Dena's

Meewasin Valley Authority

The Woods Alehouse

Denyse Klette Art Studio

Member of Parliament - Blackstrap

Tocara Jewelery

Dinner Rush

Meyers Norris Penny

U of S Book Store

Doug's Spoke'N Sport Inc.

MINI Saskatoon

Vantage Marketing Group

Durands

Mitchinson Flying Service Limited

Wellington Estate

Dutch Growers

Naylor & Murdoch

Westgate Books

Early's Farm & Garden Center

Norwex

A Special Thank You
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What’s New With AIP

by Garnett Francis, Director of Intervention Programs

At the Autism Intervention

We are planning similar series for the

skills constantly and hope that when

Program we are all very busy

fall on Toilet Training and Managing

we do have to cancel the odd

supporting our clients individually and

Meltdowns. Hope to see you all then

appointment due to this training that

in small groups. I want to thank our

too!

you will understand.

amazing staff of Autism Consultants

Our staff is continuing their ongoing

Finally, I love to hear from you.

and Support workers for their

training through the University of New

Please be sure to call me to let me

commitment and hard work. I also

Brunswick in Applied Behaviour

know about your child and their

want to thank our families for their

Analysis. The training is excellent. It

involvement with us. I want to hear

time investment and for their ongoing

keeps us hopping to keep up with

about what is going well and also

support of their wonderful children

training, new clients, and ongoing

when there are concerns. We can

and of the work we do. It makes all

clients and families, but we love our

only address concerns when we hear

the difference!

clients and our families and enjoy

about them directly. And, we all need

We have had excellent turn out for our

being busy.

to celebrate our successes too! So,

PECS and ABA parent training and

We also have ongoing training through
the Ministry of Health and through
Autism Services. We are enriching our

please keep in touch. You and your

networking evenings and look forward
to more of the same as they continue.

children are what it is ALL about!
Happy Spring everyone!

National Volunteer Week (April 21-27)
And Autism Services would like to thank our volunteers who gave their time and support this
past year at various events
Rachel Robertson, Jason Schneider, Kendra Churchwell, Brooklyn Varga, Alexa Pashovitz, Matthew Chevrier, Steven Koop,
Nicole Stead, Manraj Sihota, Caitlin Nickel, Kristy Christianson, Puneet Brar, Sasha Youzwa, Jillian Hauber, Keith Palenchuk,
David & Joanne Smith & Family, Jill Harland, Tinashe M., Crystal Martyines, Clyde Boucher, Leon Reed, Alicia Stewart,
Denton Phillips, Dave Williams, Donna Sackville, Krystin McLelland, Catherine Wahl, Wendy Mason, Natalya Mason,
Sammie G., Tom Montgomery, Joanna Vassell, Sammila Vassell, Breanne Schreiner, Marvin Loeppky, Sherry Rousell,
Shelley Turk, Lori Raine, Dan du Charlard, Judy du Chalard, Marie Hallet, Daniel Hallet, Lorraine Pike, Alicia Vassell,
Betty Reynolds, Samantha Morrice, Faye Dixon, Kathy Chambers, Judy Van Dresar, Kendra Novakoski, Kelsey Sawatski,
Marlene, Glennys McVeigh & Sarah, Brooklyn & Katie, Erron Anderson, Sheila Buller, Susan Hattori, Keri Kotyk,
Michelle Nogier, Beverly Pavelich, Monica Thiel, Marian Thompson, Grant Wahl, Don Schneider, Shelley Norrish, Jackie Pilon,
Audrey Crosson, Taylor, Celena, Shelley & Jackie, Brittany Thorimbert, Les Morrison, Cindy Grimley, Cheryl Lenz-Fabian.

A special thank you also goes to our amazing staff who always step up to the plate and help out
beyond their regular work hours.
If we missed any names, we apologize. There may be siblings, friends or spouses of volunteers who
come along to help and sometimes we don’t get to meet everyone. Thank you all for pitching in and
being part of the team!
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U of S Panel Discussion
On May 9th Disability Services for

multidisciplinary diagnostic team for

Students at the U of S sponsored -

Autism Spectrum Disorders at the

Autism Spectrum Disorder in Adults - a

Kinsmen Children’s Center for close to

public presentation and panel

a decade, was the Autism Consultant

discussion that focussed on the

for the Ministry of Education for many

challenges and opportunities for adults

years and conducted her doctoral

with Autism, Asperger's Syndrome,

research on the neuropsychological

and Pervasive Developmental

characteristics of young children with

Disorder. In attendance were people

with guests Jen Chlan (Lecturer,

Autism. Dr. Bonli has presented on

from the service profession,

Anatomy and Cell Biology), Jane

Autism Spectrum Disorders at

educators, researchers and parents.

Corcoran (DSS Advisor Accommoda-

numerous provincial, national and

The panel covered topics i.e. shared

tions Specialist), and Garnett Francis

international conferences. More

information about Autism Services in

(Director of Intervention Programs,

recently, she was employed by the

the health region; understanding

Autism Services).

Ministry of Health to provide training

general considerations for diagnostic

Dr. Rupal Bonli works part-time as

on Autism Spectrum Disorders

work in adults with ASD; a review of

both a Pediatric and Adult Health

throughout the province and was

frameworks and research trends; and a

Psychologist at RUH in Saskatoon. Over

employed as the Clinical Supervisor for

review of unique challenges and

the past two decades, Dr. Bonli has

the new provincial Autism Intervention

opportunities with this particular

been very committed to improving the

Program in the Saskatoon Health

population.

quality of life for individuals on the

Region.

Keynote speaker was Dr. Rupal Bonli,

autism spectrum. She served on the

Residential News—A Trip For David by Sylvia McLeod
Early morning on May4th David
Bahnmann along with Sylvia and Ed
McLeod headed out for a weekend in
Edmonton. Stopping at Robins to pick
up a coffee
we hit the
road. It was a
beautiful
bright
morning for
driving.
While in
Edmonton we
enjoyed

visiting the West Edmonton mall. We
started with a relaxing lunch then went
off to Galaxy land for some entertainment on the rides. David enjoyed
chatting with other mall visitors. After
a full day of fun, coffee, and a
wonderful cheesecake cupcake we
made our way to Boston Pizza for a
delicious plate of pasta; then we went
to the hotel where a luxurious king size
bed was waiting. Sunday, we went
back to mall for more entertainment
such as watching the sea lions perform
and of course a little shopping. David

also enjoyed the balloon artist who
made him a motorcycle at breakfast
on Sunday morning. Later that afternoon we picked a coffee for the road
home. It was a fun and relaxing
weekend enjoyed by all.

Putting a Face to Autism
Our new website went live earlier in
April. It contains all the information
from the old site plus an entire new
area on community involvement, a link
to share your story, a new media
resource tab and a calendar of events.
If you have a story that you would like
to share please feel free to submit it.
You can have your name attached or
remain anonymous if you choose.

CALL TO PARENTS
Please feel free to send in your stories.
We would also like to get your feedback about bringing
back a Parent to Parent Program, where new parents are
introduced to another parent (mentor). You can email
feedback to crae@autismservices.ca

Autism Services Board of Directors
David Billy (Chairperson)

Dr. Tim Greenough

Brad Mitchell

Kyle Sibley (Treasurer)

Jennifer Harland

Dr. Erik PausJenssen

Erron Anderson

Cheryl Lenz-Fabian

Candace Wilson

Dan du Chalard

Heather MacMillan

Brenda Yuzdepski

Staff At Autism Services
Shannon Zook

Executive Director ext. 222

Erin Bentley

Director of Family Programs ext. 224

Garnett Francis Director of Intervention Programs ext. 228

Carole Rae

Director of Communications & Events ext. 226

Glenda Kpelly

Director of Residential Programs ext. 242

Sunbul Rai

Director of ABA Little Tots Program

Shirley Kloeble

Director of Finance ext. 225

How You Can Help
Donations are gratefully accepted. Autism Services is a registered Canadian Charitable Organization.
Donations received are tax deductible, and receipts will be issued together with our thanks.

When making a donation, you may phone in your credit card

Autism Services
609 25th Street East
Saskatoon SK S7K 0L7
Phone: 306-665-7013
Fax: 306-665-7011
E-mail: admin@autismservices.ca
Website: www.autismservices.ca

number or send a cheque made out to Autism Services.
□VISA

□MC

Card # _______/_______/_______/_______ Expiry ____/____
Card Holder Name____________________________________
Signature X _________________________________________

