
Happy New Year!  The New 

Year is always a time of hope 

and anticipation about what 

exciting new adventures 

await in the upcoming year.  

It is also a time to look 

around and see what we can 

each do, individually, to help 

make the community in 

which we live a better place.   

At Autism Services there is 

always more demand and a 

need for programs and     

services than there are     

resources that provide for 

them.  We are grateful to all 

the people who have         

supported this agency over 

the years, and know that the 

generous support of          

philanthropic individuals is 

what will keep this agency 

moving in the right direction.  

One option to help support us 

is the gift of time.  If there are 

individuals who wish to      

support event planning, or 

participate in program       

facilitation, volunteering is 

another way to help out.  We 

would not be where we are 

today if it were not for    

volunteers.  They have and 

will continue to make a    

tremendous difference.   

Together, we will strive to 

improve Autism Services so 

we can effectively be able to 

meet the needs of all the 

children and families we are 

privileged to serve. 
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National Philanthropy Day Honours Autism Services 
Volunteer Monica Thiel 

Residential Programs Update by Glenda Kpelly, Director of Residential Programs 
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Autism Services!  They are a group of 

dedicated people who have lots of 

experience in this field of work.  We 

look forward to working with all of 

you.  Jenna will continue in the home 

as Manager so will be joining our    

management team full time on       

January 2, 2013.       

We are happy to announce that       

Autism Services has received the go 

ahead from Community Living Service 

Delivery to run a temporary Group 

Living Home as of December 1, 

2012.  The residents of the home have 

been accepted for Residential        

Placement in our new homes once 

they are built, but one is currently   

living in a rental and the other will be 

transitioning to join him over the next 

months.    

We are lucky enough to inherit the 

existing staff in the home, and want to 

welcome Adam Schaan, Linda Schoen, 

Emily Schaan and Jenna Obleman to 

Each year the Association of           

Fundraising Professionals (AFP     

Saskatoon Chapter) joins hundreds of 

other chapters across North America 

and hosts a National Philanthropy Day 

luncheon.  It is an opportunity that 

celebrates and thanks those who give 

their time and energy into helping 

charities.  On November 15, 2012   

Autism Services nominated Monica 

Thiel for the Honoured Supporter 

Award.  Monica was one of seventeen 

honoured. 

Monica Thiel has been volunteering for 

Autism Services since 2004 when she 

and her family moved back to Canada 

after living in Kyrgyzstan for 4 years.  In 

2001 her eldest son, Johnny, was    

diagnosed with PDD Autism on his 5th 

birthday.  Before moving abroad a  few 

months later Monica made sure she 

took every resource she could from 

Autism Services to help her son and 

family be prepared for the challenges 

ahead.  After returning home, Monica 

hit the ground running, giving          

hundreds of hours of her time helping 

to raise funds and organize events for   

Autism Services, and she hasn’t 

stopped.  She 

has always 

found the 

time to give 

above and 

beyond, while 

raising three 

boys.  Monica 

Thiel has set 

a very high 

standard of 

service with 

her                 

philanthropic 

work that    

Autism Services is truly grateful for. 

Autism Services wouldn’t be what it is 

today without all the hard work from 

the many volunteers that have helped 

shape this organization.  2012 was the 

first time Autism Services has taken 

part in National Philanthropy Day.   

Shannon Zook, Monica Thiel, David Thiel 
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Philanthropy From a Different Angle — Planned 
Giving by Carole Rae, Director of Communications & Events 

way to ensure your memory lives on.  

Your gift is your opportunity to      

participate in the charitable work 

most meaningful to you, and to     

ensure it is well supported after you 

are gone. Preparing a Will by leaving a 

bequest is a simple and thoughtful act 

that reflects your care for others and 

a vision for the future.   

hj 
By making bequests and other 

“planned gifts,” you can continue to 

help organizations that are making an 

important difference in your         

community. What better way to thank 

the people or organizations that have 

had an impact on your life, than to 

make a contribution from your estate 

through a bequest? 

Giving comes in many forms and      

people give for different reasons.  

Some people feel it is a way of giving 

back, mainly through some personal 

connection.   One way to give, that 

isn’t discussed nearly enough, is 

through planned giving.  That is,     

leaving a gift in one’s Will.  For many 

Canadians this is a way to ensure that 

one’s memory lives on; to ensure that 

the charity of their choice can continue 

its work; and/or to minimize tax       

implications when transferring one’s 

estate to surviving relatives.   Personal 

philanthropy through a Will is another 

Every day, people and communities 

are helped by the work of not-for-

profit organizations.  Almost all       

registered charities rely on financial 

gifts from the private and corporate 

sector in order to deliver services.  

Financial contribution is an essential 

part of supporting and sustaining 

charitable work.  

klkl 
We have all experienced those phone 

calls that solicit for financial gifts, as 

well as the direct mail that we often 

receive.  And many of us have given 

our time through volunteering.  

Whether we give through time or 

money, it does make a difference.   It 

appears that Saskatchewan folk does 

this well: in 2006 Saskatchewan was 

named the leader of the nation in 

terms of volunteerism. 

Saskatchewan was named leader of 

the nation for volunteerism in 2006. 

Giving Facts (Statistics Canada) 

 Almost 23 million Canadians or 84% of the population aged 15 and over, made a financial donation to a charitable or non-

profit organization during 2007.  

 During the same period, 12.5 million Canadians, or 46% of the population, volunteered their time through a group or           

organization. These rates were largely unchanged from a 2004 survey.  

 Canadians donated a total of $10 billion in 2007, up from $8.9 billion in 2004.  

 In 2004, 22.4 million Canadians, approximately 84% of the population made a financial donation of some sort, however only 

4% left a gift behind in their Will. 

 Today, 7% of Canadians support charitable organizations by leaving a planned gift in their Will. 

http://www.leavealegacy.ca/program/how/giving-options/#1
http://www.leavealegacy.ca/program/about/glossary-of-terms/#planned
http://www.leavealegacy.ca/program/about/glossary-of-terms/#estate
http://www.leavealegacy.ca/program/how/giving-options/#1
http://www.leavealegacy.ca/program/about/glossary-of-terms/#charity
http://www.leavealegacy.ca/program/about/glossary-of-terms/#planned
http://www.leavealegacy.ca/program/about/glossary-of-terms/#will


What is an estate? 

Your “estate” is the sum of all your assets. Wealthy people might have very large estates, but even those who are not wealthy 

have the resources to make a charitable bequest.  If every adult in Canada made a Will and included a bequest of just $100, 

millions of dollars would flow to charitable causes every year. 

What does all this mean? 

You can set aside a certain dollar amount or designate a percentage of the residue of your estate (the remainder of the estate 

once all designated gifts have been made and administrative expenses and taxes have been paid).  You can also bequeath a 

specific piece of property like a home, securities (for instance, stocks or mutual funds) or other financial assets. The tax      

benefits derived from these gifts are often quite substantial.  Most people think they don’t have tax issues.  However it is     

surprising how planned giving can benefit survivors, in most cases lifting the tax burden significantly. 

How do I start? 

1. Think about the organization or cause that you would like to help.  Perhaps you or someone close to you has benefitted 

from a particular organization.  

2. If you intend to leave a gift in your Will – whatever the size - the process is very straightforward and costs nothing during 

your lifetime. It is simply a matter of preparing a Will and discussing with your lawyer what your intentions are. 
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LEAVE A LEGACY Canada has listed 10 top things you can do: 

1. Prepare a Will.  

2. Leave a gift in your Will for the not-for-profit organization that makes a difference in your life.  

3. Leave a specific dollar amount or a percentage of your assets to a not-for-profit organization.  

4. Consider using assets for your legacy gift.  

5. Name a not-for-profit as a beneficiary of your RRSP, RRIF or pension plan.  

6. Name your favourite not-for-profit as the beneficiary of an existing life insurance policy.  

7. Purchase a new life insurance policy naming your favourite not-for-profit as the beneficiary.  

8. Remember loved ones with memorial gifts.  

9. Encourage family and friends to leave gifts to not-for-profit in their Wills.  

10. Ask your financial or estate planning advisor to include charitable giving as part of your financial plan and to incorporate in 

their counsel to other clients. 

http://www.leavealegacy.ca/program/about/glossary-of-terms/#estate
http://www.leavealegacy.ca/program/about/glossary-of-terms/#assets
http://www.leavealegacy.ca/program/how/giving-options/#1
http://www.leavealegacy.ca/program/how/giving-options/#1
http://www.leavealegacy.ca/program/how/why-your-will-is-important/
http://www.leavealegacy.ca/program/how/giving-options/
http://www.leavealegacy.ca/program/about/glossary-of-terms/#npo
http://www.leavealegacy.ca/program/how/giving-options/#2
http://www.leavealegacy.ca/program/how/giving-options/#1
http://www.leavealegacy.ca/program/about/glossary-of-terms/#assets
http://www.leavealegacy.ca/program/about/glossary-of-terms/#bene
http://www.leavealegacy.ca/program/how/giving-options/#4
http://www.leavealegacy.ca/program/about/glossary-of-terms/#npo
http://www.leavealegacy.ca/program/about/glossary-of-terms/#bene
http://www.leavealegacy.ca/program/how/giving-options/#3
http://www.leavealegacy.ca/program/how/giving-options/#3
http://www.leavealegacy.ca/program/about/glossary-of-terms/#npo
http://www.leavealegacy.ca/program/how/giving-options/#8
http://www.leavealegacy.ca/program/about/glossary-of-terms/#npo
http://www.leavealegacy.ca/program/about/glossary-of-terms/#will
http://www.leavealegacy.ca/program/help/
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We Gratefully Acknowledge and Thank Our 

Donors From 2012 

Other Options for Giving 

Tribute Gifts 

A tribute gift is a gift to honour someone.  You can make a tribute gift for a special occasion, like a birthday, anniversary or 

wedding.  This is a lovely way to honour someone in your life. 

Memorial Gifts 

Memorial gifts are donations made to honour or memorialize a loved one, friend or colleague who has passed on.  

For more information on Tribute or Memorial Gifts contact Shirley Kloeble at Autism Services 665-7013. 

Anonymous ● Areva Resources Canada ● Ashmore Family ● Avocado Restaurant and Lounge ● Reagan & Stephanie Baliski 

● Benesh Bitz & Company ● Brieanna Bird ● Dustin Brock ● Brian & Ramona Brownbridge ● Mike Calow ● Devin Carter ● 

Kelly & Robert Caruk ● Richard & Jean Cassidy ● Mike Castleberry ● Mathew Cey ● ChecksNBalances ● Lesley & John 

Courtney ● Steve Dale ● Heather Denis ● David & Denevieve Dessommes Denny ● Lawrence & Rhonda Dowe ● Elemental 

Spa Corporation ● William & Dawn Elliott ● Garnett Francis ● Yvonne & Gordon Friske ● Gerald & District Donors Choice 

Appeal ● Glentworth Donor’s Choice ● Greater Saskatoon Chamber of Commerce ● Greensbyre Golf & Country Club ● 

H.J.R. Asphalt Partnership ● Wayne Handfield ● Drs. Lorrie Hansen & Martin Stockwell ● Clifford & Dorcas Hayes ●      

Highway Agencies LTD ● Tracy Hogan ● Barbara & Frank Kananen ● Derek & Shirley Kloeble ● Kelly Kosowan ●                 

Dr. Johanne Kriegler ● Alvin & Ludema Kuechle ● Pat & Claude Kuechle ● Kutz Family Foundation Corp. ● Laird—Carlton 

Doner’s Choice ● Marianne Leier ● Leslie & Irene Dube Foundation ● Marlene Loraas ● Margaret & Patrick Lowe ● Iain & 

Shirley MacLennan ● Doug Manning ● Doreen Meier & James McCartan ● Herb McFaull ● Rob McGrath ● Medical Arts 

Pharmacy ● Miners Construction Co. Ltd. ● Morris Industries ● Morris Interactive Inc. ● Karen Fradette & Ronald Morris ● 

Muenster & District Donor’s Choice ● National Bank of Canada ● Rhianna Neufeld ● Nokomis Donor’s Choice Committee 

● Parkland College ● PIC Investment Group Inc. ● PPC ● Prairie Pacific Construction ● PriceWaterhouseCoopers ●           

Drs. Mateen & Ayla Raazi ● Jamie & Trish Reeve ● Gail & Rob Sajtos ● Saskatchewan Blue Cross ● Saskatoon Community 

Foundation ● Saskatoon Light & Power ● Sasktel ● J.F. Scheidel ● Teresa Schmautz ● Bob Schmidtke ● Sharon Schneider ● 

Sentinel ● Marion Smith ● James & Chelsea Sparks ● Strasbourg & District Combined Appeal ● TCU Place ●                      

The Glen Scrimshaw Gallery ● The Marketing Den ● The Saskatoon Club ● Bruce & Elaine Thomas ● Donald & Donna 

Thomson ● Beth Treleaven ● U of S ● United Way of Regina ● Dawn Dresar ● Watrous & District Donors Choice ●             

Al White ● Diane & Russ Wiker ● Yellow Jackets ● Lois & Gerald Zoerb ● Shannon Zook 
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On Saturday December 22 Autism Services held a Skating with Santa event at the Archibald Arena.  

Several families enjoyed an afternoon of fun skating, camaraderie and hot chocolate 

Skating With Santa 

Justin McGhee with son Owen 

AS Staff Erin Bentley, Anthony Battistone, Tabby Chornoboy 

Santa gets a high five! 
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Page 7 

The Klassen Family 

Autism Services 

15th Annual Spring Gala 
Saturday April 6th, 2013 

Autism Services Cordially invites you to a  

fabulous evening with a reception, silent auction, 

dinner and entertainment 
 

Venue:  TCU Place Saskatoon 

Tickets:  $150 ($75 tax receipt) 

Corporate Tables:  $1200 
 

To purchase tickets or for more information call 665-7013 ext. o 



 

 

  

 
 

 

Autism Services 

609 25th Street East 
Saskatoon SK  S7K 0L7 

Phone: 306-665-7013 
Fax: 306-665-7011 
E-mail: admin@autismservices.ca 
Web:  www.autismservices.ca 

How You Can Help 

Donations are gratefully accepted.  Autism Services is a registered Canadian Charitable Organization.  

Donations received are tax deductible, and receipts will be issued together with our thanks.   

When making a donation, you may phone in your credit card number 

or send a cheque made out to Autism Services.  

  VISA           MC 

Card # ________/________/________/________  Expiry _____/_____ 

Card Holder Name___________________________________________ 

Signature X ________________________________________________ 

  

Autism Services Board of Directors 
David Billy (Chairperson) 

Dr. Nicholas Ivanans (Vice Chair) 

Kyle Sibley (Treasurer) 

Erron Anderson 

Dan du Chalard 

Dr. Tim Greenough 

Jennifer Harland 

Cheryl Lenz-Fabian 

Heather MacMillan 

Brad Mitchell 

Candace Wilson 

Brenda Yuzdepski 

Staff At Autism Services 
Shannon Zook  Executive Director ext. 222 

Garnett Francis  Director of Intervention Programs ext. 228 

Glenda Kpelly Director of Residential Programs ext. 242 

Shirley Kloeble Director of Finance ext. 225 

Autism Services Welcomes New Staff  
(yes, we’re still growing!) 

Autism Support Workers 
Chase Cullen 
Michelle Bertsch  

Residential Care Workers 
Jenna Obleman    Group Home Manager 
Linda Schoen 

Erin Bentley Director of Family Programs ext. 224 

Carole Rae Director of Communications & Events ext. 226  

Sunbul Rai Director of ABA Little Tots Program 

   

Adam Schann  Chris McHolm 

Lillian Okonkwo  Emily Schaan 

Christine Campbell   Ezajul Chowdhury 

Prabhdeep Kaur  Kysa Kruger 

Ryan Davidson  Natasha Fehr  


