
Our Former newsletter,     

Puzzle Pieces, had its last  

edition in August.  Autism is 

growing and changing rapidly; 

hence, the new name Autism 

Connects.  Part of this change 

is the decision to change our 

logo and re-brand who we 

are.  Our logo and image will 

be premiered on our new  

website and newsletter    

design.  The website is       

currently under construction 

and we hope to have it up 

before the holiday season.  To 

mark the new year, Autism 

Services will have the first 

official launch of its new 

newsletter in January 2013 

complete with new logo.  In 

the meantime this fall edition 

is an interim newsletter.  As 

usual, the newsletter will 

always be available on our 

website.   

Change is Coming... 

Special points of interest: 

 Premier and Golf Fundraisers 

 New ABA Little Tots Program 

 Additional Staff 
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The new website will offer a page and a voice for those wanting to share their stories.  The 

purpose of this is to offer a platform to share your experiences with others.  It may be prose 

or poetry.  Please feel free to submit your writing in 250 words or less to Carole Rae at 

crae@autismservices.ca   All submissions will be subject to approval and edited for length 

where necessary.  If you do not want your name published please indicate that in the        

submission and your writing will remain anonymous. 

Share Your Story 

 

Not everything that steps 

out of line, and thus 

‘abnormal’ must necessar-

ily be ‘inferior’! 

Hans Asperger 

mailto:crae@autismservices.ca


Autism Service’s FIRST Annual Golf 

‘Fore’ Autism Charity Tournament was 

held Thursday, August 9th at MoonLake 

Golf & Country Club.  Temperatures 

reached into the high 20`s and the day 

was enjoyed by all. In previous years 

we shared this tournament with the 

Bridge City Cosmopolitan Club of 

Saskatoon.  In 2012 Autism Services 

embarked on our own and had a very 

successful (first) Golf ‘Fore’ Autism 

Charity Tournament where we reaped 

100% of the proceeds.  This is just the 

first of many tournaments to come.  It 

is a popular event where the commu-

nity is most generous and golfers really 

do have a good time.  This year’s tour-

nament brought in a net profit of over 

$14,000. 

A special thanks to Bev    

Dubois for her role as    

Master of  Ceremonies.  Her  

enthusiasm and sense of 

humour is always welcome 

and keeps everyone on 

their toes.  As usual, 

MoonLake Golf & Country 

Club delivered a superb 

steak dinner and offered 

plenty of refreshments to help cool off 

golfers.  And a special thanks to 

Monica Thiel who always pulls in    

tremendous prizes and sponsorships. 

HOLE SPONSORS 

Avocado Kitchen & Bar 
Baywest Appliances 
Butler Byers 
Danielle Chartier & David Forbes 
Inland Steel Products Inc. 
JNE Welding 
Lai’s Auto Service Ltd. 
Maximum Training (cart water 
sponsor) 
Micro Oil 
 

HOLE IN ONE SPONSORS 

Butler Byers Insurance Ltd. 
Morris Industries 
The James Hotel 
 

CORPORATE SPONSORSHIPS 

Bridge City Auto Sports 
Canadian Western Bank 
Morris Industries 
Spencer Beaulieu C.A. Davies & Drury 
St. Thomas More College 
Sutton 2 Reality – Leo Morrison 
United Steel Workers 
Windshield Wizard 
Wisse Financial 

HOLE SPONSORS continued... 

Minute Muffler & Brake 
Parr Auto Body 
Pau Merriman, MLA             
(Saskatoon Sutherland) 
Pharmasave 
Phenomenome Discoveries Inc. 
Redmond House B & B/Dining Est. 
Robb Kullman Engineering LLP 
SIIT 
Swimming Pools by Pleasureway 
Sales 
The James Hotel 
"The Land" Riding Academy 
Theraplay Pediatric Occupational 
Therapy 
Virtus Group 

Fundraising Events 

Golf Sponsors 
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THANK YOU to our Sponsors, Donors, Guests and Volunteers for our FIRST and Highly Successful 

Golf ‘Fore’ Autism Charity Tournament (100% of the proceeds directly to Autism Services) 

Hi Ho Hi Ho, it’s off to golf we go... 
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Premier Wine & Food Festival 

 

anywhere by WestJet.  On Saturday 

Sept 29th  Autism Services held a silent 

auction at the Premier Wine Luncheon 

at The Willows.  For anyone who loves 

fabulous food and good wine in a 

seated room, this is an afternoon not 

to be missed. 

again, extremely popular.  For those of 

you who are unfamiliar, balloons are 

filled with a number placed inside.  

When you purchase the balloon, a  

volunteer pops the balloon to retrieve 

a number.  The patron then takes this 

number to the prize table and receives 

a gift.  They are also entered in the 

draw for the grand prize of the 

night.  Thursday nights draw was 

for a pair of black and white dia-

mond earrings worth $1100 and 

generously donated by Heinrichs 

Jewellery.   Friday nights draw was 

for a 3 day fishing package at 

Thompson’s Camps (Otter Lake) 

donated by PIC Investment Group.  

The final Grand Prize draw on            

Saturday night was a trip for two  

Autism Services saw another great 

year at Premier and The Willows from 

September 26 – 29.  As usual TCU 

Place was hopping with happy people 

sampling some of the best wines,   

liquors and food that Saskatoon has to 

offer.  We sold 50/50 tickets on all 

three nights.  Balloon Pops were, once 

Thank you to WestJet, Heinrichs 

Jewellery and PIC Investment 

Group for your generous donations 

Bev Dubois and Team 

Wendy Mason, Faye Dixon, Jenna McCormick,  
Sharon Schneider & Joanna Vassel 

Putting Contest 

This year’s Golf Tournament brought in over 

$14,000 

$22,108 Raised 



Autism Services was once again grateful to 

have businesses from the community offer 

to fundraise for us.  Saskatoon business, 

ChecksNBalances Business  Services, located 

502 – 45th Street West 2nd Floor, Suite 217, 

had their new office opening on  August 

14th.   They combined their opening with a 

lunchtime BBQ where 100% of the proceeds 

were donated to  Autism Services.  Morris 

Interactive, 231-4th Ave S, also held a BBQ 

in late June.  Thank you to Ron Morris and 

Lana Sheppard for their generosity. 

System Training and Social Thinking & 

Autism Spectrum Disorders by Social 

Thinking Inc.  We will be hosting a  

Gentle Teaching Workshop for some of 

our staff in November and will be   

offering another Professional Assault 

Response Training as well.  Two of our 

staff graduated from the Basic Skills 

Training Course at the end of August.  

This course is equal to four credits in 

the Disability Support Worker Course 

at SIAST and is offered in partnership 

by SIAST and SARC.   

Fundraising From the Community 

Residential Programs Update by Glenda Kpelly, Director of Residential Programs 

Residential Mission Statement:  “To 

support our residents’ quality of life, 

and provide opportunities for 

enrichment in their homes and 

communities”. 
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Geraldine Weibe & Lana Sheppard  from 
ChecksNBalances 

Anyone can hold a third party event 

fundraiser.  If it involves a business, an 

organization or group of people it not 

only helps the charity, but can be a 

great opportunity for team building.  If 

you know of anyone who may be    

interested please have them call 

Carole Rae, Director of Communication 

& Events at Autism Services 665-7013 

ext. 226.  We would be more than 

happy to hear your ideas and offer tips 

and advice. 

Our Residential Programs are an     

ongoing hub of activity within Autism 

Services.  The residents who live in our 

homes are enjoying the beautiful fall 

weather and have been busy with their 

typical fall schedules.  Special Olympics 

have begun for those who attend mall 

walking, bowling, swimming and     

basketball.   Horseback Riding Lessons 

will be starting again, as well as music 

therapy.  A few of the residents in one 

of our homes have been participating 

in painting and art work.   Some of our 

residents will be hosting a Halloween 

Party, and they all enjoyed a warm and 

delicious Fall Barbeque in September.   

We have two practicum students from 

the Disability Support Worker Program 

at SIAST working in our homes for a 

week in October.   Our residents     

always enjoy having a new person in 

their homes, and they along with our 

staff are good teachers for students 

wanting to learn more about Autism.   

Our Residential Staff and Managers 

have been able to attend a number of 

training sessions in October and      

November.  One or two staff have  

attended each of the following training 

sessions:   Occupational Health and 

Safety Level 2, Standardized             

Admissions Training and Basic Skills 

Tutor Training offered by                  

Saskatchewan Association of            

Rehabilitation Centres (SARC),  the 

“Building Capacity, Building            

Community” Conference offered by 

Community Living Service Delivery for 

Program Coordinators from across the 

Province,  the International             

Symposium for Autism in Toronto, 

“Outsmarting Explosive Behavior”  

offered by the Autism Awareness Cen-

tre,  Picture Exchange Communication   



Programming for fall is underway,  

actually halfway done by now!  We are 

offering some new programs:  Sibling 

Club, Social Skills Playgroup – Video 

Modeling (thanks to funding from the 

Saskatchewan Health Region) , and 

Halloween Howler – one of many   

upcoming family centered special 

events, designed to provide outings in 

a supportive and accepting group   

environment.  As we move into the 

winter  I am encouraging Moms and 

Dads (even grandmas and grandpas) to 

join us at any of our Chill and Chat 

nights or Moms nights out and Dad’s 

nights out.  These are great events to 

keep in touch with other parents and 

to have a short break just to unwind!   

 I want to send out a thank you to the 

following individuals:  To Rebecca 

Fleming, the summer program         

coordinator, for all of her hard work 

and dedication keeping the summer 

programs running as smoothly as    

possible and helping to coordinate 

outings into the community all       

summer.  She did a great job and    

continues to work the fall/winter    

programs at Autism Services.  To David 

Buehler, who left the Family 

Program Coordinator posi-

tion on August 31st as he has 

been accepted into The Col-

lege of Education.  David 

coordinated the summer 

program both on and off site 

and put in many hours to 

ensure the staff was prop-

erly trained and educated to 

work with the clients who 

attended summer  program. 

He also helped to coordinate the 

spring  session of programming along 

with our first Easter week program. 

I would graciously like to welcome 

Tabby Chornoboy into the Family    

Program Coordinator role.  She has 

moved from a Support Worker role 

and will be a great asset to the        

programs department at Autism     

Services.  As well, a big welcome to 

Ann Loeppky, to the new position of 

Intake Coordinator.  Ann will be      

contacting any new clients to provide 

them with more information on the 

services and programs that Autism 

Services can provide to families, and to 

put them in contact with the Autism 

Intervention Team. 

What’s New With AIP by Garnett Francis, Director of Intervention Programs 
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News From Family Programs by Erin Bentley, Director of Family Programs 

Riding at Equilibrium Stables 

The Autism Intervention Program (AIP) 

is a provincial program funded by the 

Ministry of Health. This program is 

designed to support individuals on the 

autism spectrum (diagnosed or       

suspected and on a wait list for       

assessment) from birth to the age of 

19 years. At Autism Services the AIP 

staff has grown to six consultants and 

seven support workers.  The            

consultants work together with the 

family to identify needs and make  

support and intervention plans. The 

support workers carry out those plans 

that include 1-1 support. We use all 

evidence-based interventions as      

appropriate to the needs of the indi-

vidual clients, including but not limited 

to applied behaviour analysis, social 

stories, video modeling, and the pic-

ture exchange communication system.  

Add on Friday Program  at The Zoo 



From the Desk of the Executive Director by Shannon Zook 

The ABA Little Tots Program is a new 

initiative by Autism Services and a one 

year pilot program that is funded 

through the Ministry of Health.  The 

ABA Little Tots Program is a evidence 

based early intensive behavioural   

Intervention (EIBI) program that is 

based on the principles of a science 

called applied behaviour analysis 

(ABA).  Skills are broken down into tiny 

goals to help the child succeed with 

minimal amounts of  frustration.  Skills 

are generalized to the home             

environment and other environments 

to ensure they are being used and not 

just in one isolated setting. Some of 

the skills worked on include but are 

not limited to: attending skills, imita-

tion skills, language and communica-

tion, play, social skills, safety skills, 

gross and fine motor skills, self-help 

skills and behaviour management.  

There are currently six children partici-

pating in the program who receive 20 

hours of therapy from behaviour 

therapists while an additional 5 hours 

of therapy are provided by parents and             

caregivers.  The program is staffed 

with six behaviour therapists, one sen-

ior therapist and a program director. 

News From the New ABA Little Tots Program  

Shannon Zook, Executive Director of Autism Services, 

and John Thiel were guests on the Global morning 

show October 17th as part of Canadian Autism 

Awareness Month.  
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As I look out onto the snowy street on 

this blustery Friday afternoon I am 

thinking of the winter ahead and    

looking back over the summer and fall 

here at Autism Services.   It has been a 

time of incredible growth, and with 

that, both positive changes and some 

“bumps in the road” have been       

experienced. 

The “ABA Little Tots Program” started 

this fall and we are excited about this 

new venture.  As a result of some of 

the Autism Intervention Program staff 

transferring to the ABA program, as 

well as maternity leaves, and           

resignations and changing jobs, there 

have been significant staffing changes. 

I offer families my sincerest apology 

for the disruption of service as a result 

of these staffing changes, and wish to 

assure you that we have a great new 

team that come with expertise and 

talent and are able to “hit the ground 

running.”  I appreciate the patience 

that has been extended as we work 

through this transition and I graciously 

ask for the opportunity to assist in  

resolving any issues that may have 

been caused for families as a result of 

this transition.  It is our privilege to 

serve the families and I want to work 

together towards improved programs 

and services so family feedback is   

always welcome! 

As I have indicated there have been 

numerous new people join the team at 

Autism Services and I welcome you to 

phone or come down and meet our 

talented group of staff. 

I would like to welcome Carole Rae, 

our new Director of Communications 

and Events in taking our fundraising, 

public awareness and communication 

goals in a new direction.  Watch for an 

exciting logo and website redesign to 

coincide with April 2nd, World Autism 

Awareness Day in 2013. 

By Sunbul Rai, Director of the ABA Little Tots Program 



David Billy (Chairperson) 

Dr. Nicholas Ivanans (Vice Chair) 

Kyle Sibley (Treasurer) 

Erron Anderson 

Dan du Chalard 

Dr. Tim Greenough 

Jennifer Harland 

Cheryl Lenz-Fabian 

Heather MacMillan 

Brad Mitchell 

Candace Wilson 

Brenda Yuzdepski 

Staff At Autism Services 

New Staff  

Shannon Zook  Executive Director ext. 222 

Garnett Francis  Director of Intervention Programs ext. 228 

Glenda Kpelly Director of Residential Programs ext. 242 

Shirley Kloeble Director of Finance ext. 225 

Erin Bentley Director of Family Programs ext. 224 

Carole Rae Director of Communications & Events ext. 226  

Sunbul Rai Director of ABA Little Tots Program 
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Autism Services Board of Directors 

 

MISSION STATEMENT:  Autism Services aims to deliver the highest standard of support, advocacy, and 

service to individuals with autism, and their families and caregivers.   

Don George             AIP Consultant 

Z Johnstone                AIP Consultant 

Sarah Thompson    AIP Consultant 

Kelly Loraas             AIP Support Worker 

Kira Epp    AIP Support Worker 

Jenna McCormick    AIP Support Worker 

Anthony Battistone   AIP Consultant 

Shelley Kolisnek          AIP Support Worker 

Ann Loeppky                 Intake Coordinator 

Erin Bentley                 Director of Family Programs 

Christine Lee  Residential Services 

Marli Naylor              Residential Services  

Britney Nontell        Residential Services 

Sylvia McLeod             Residential Services 

Kaylee Bodnarchuk     Residential Services 

Cody Roger                 Residential Services 

Debra Zerebesky          Residential Services  

Kaylee Bodnarchuk    Residential Services 

Amber Lalonde           Residential Services 

Andrea Guebert         Residential Services 

Amy Plag                Residential Services 

Tony Dou    Residential Services  

Carol Spark                  Behavior Therapist 

Jodi Brown                   Behavior Therapist 

Denise Byblow          Senior Therapist 

Joanne Smith               Receptionist 

VISION STATEMENT:  That all individuals with autism have the opportunity 

to live with dignity and to reach their full potential.   

With our rapid expansion we are pleased to announce and welcome several new staff to Autism Services 

since January 2012.  

Vision Statement:  That all individuals 

with autism have the opportunity to live 

with dignity and to reach their full       

potential.   

 



 

 

  

 
 

 

Autism Services 

providing me with the opportunity to 

do what I like doing best.  I am so   

fortunate to enter during an exciting 

time of growth and change: a new 

website and logo just on the horizon, 

new programs, and expanded staff to 

help with the growing need of ASD 

services and programs in Saskatoon 

and surrounding areas. 

As many of you know our three annual 

fundraisers are the Gala in April, Golf 

‘Fore’ Autism Tournament in August, 

and Premier Wine & Food Festival in 

September (Autism Services is the     

charity of choice for Premier Wine & 

I will take this opportunity to express 

my thrill to be working at Autism    

Services.  Since arriving nearly 5 

months ago, I have been astounded by 

the passion and dedication expressed 

by the staff of this vital and important 

organization.  I would like to thank the 

Board, Shannon Zook and all the staff 

for being so welcoming. 

My professional background consists 

that of Educator; Arts Administrator; 

Event Planner and Fundraiser for 

health organizations.  This new role at 

Autism Services as Director of        

Communications and Events is         

Food Festival).  We wouldn’t be able to 

host these major fundraising activities if 

it were not for the help from our volun-

teers, our staff and the generous sup-

port from the  business sector.  Our vol-

unteers have always stepped up to the 

plate and   offered hours upon hours of 

time, creativity and energy.  I would like 

to offer a special thank you to volunteers 

Joanna VasseI and Betty Reynolds for 

their  expertise in helping with Premier 

and Monica Thiel for her dedication with 

our golf tournament. I tip my hat to each 

and every volunteer and look forward to 

working with all of you at future events. 

News From Communications by Carole Rae, Director of Communications & Events 

609 25th Street East 
Saskatoon SK  S7K 0L7 

Phone: 306-665-7013 
Fax: 306-665-7011 
E-mail: admin@autismservices.ca 
Web:  www.autismservices.ca 

How You Can Help 

Donations are gratefully accepted.  Autism Services is a registered Canadian Charitable Organization.  

Donations received are tax deductible, and receipts will be issued together with our thanks.   

When making a donation, you may phone in your credit card number 

or send a cheque made out to Autism Services.  

  VISA           MC 

Card # ________/________/________/________  Expiry _____/_____ 

Card Holder Name___________________________________________ 

Signature X ________________________________________________ 

  

Gifts In Memoriam 

Autism Services is grateful to family and friends who have 

made donations from October 16th  - Oct 31, 2012 in memory 

of Victor Pizzey. 


